
After a lengthy and comprehensive 18 month 

study, the LWVUS Board of Directors unanimously 

adopted a position on immigration which calls for a 

path to citizenship for current unauthorized immi-

grants.  There was a high level of participation–67 

percent (560 Leagues).  The new position provides 

for federal enforcement of immigration laws and 

full due process rights for immigrants.  State and 

local Leagues may oppose efforts in their commu-

nities to deport, detain or harass unauthorized im-

migrants who have no history of serious criminal 

activity.   Below is the full text of the League’s new 

position. 

LWVUS Immigration Position  

The League of Women Voters believes that immi-

gration policies should promote reunification of 

immediate families; meet the economic, business 

and employment needs of the United States; and be 

responsive to those facing political persecution or 

humanitarian crises. Provision should also be made 

for qualified persons to enter the U.S. on student 

visas. All persons should receive fair treatment un-

der the law. 

The League supports federal immigration law that 

provides an efficient, expeditious system (with 

minimal or no backlogs) for legal entry of immi-

grants into the U.S. 

To complement these goals the League supports 

federal policies to improve economies, education, 

job opportunities, and living conditions in nations 

with large emigrating populations.  

In transition to a reformed system, the League sup-

ports provisions for unauthorized immigrants al-

ready in the country to earn legal status. 
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The League supports federal payments to im-

pacted communities to address the financial costs 

borne by states and local governments with large 

immigrant populations.  

Criteria for Legal Admission to the U.S.  

The League supports the following criteria for le-

gal admission of persons into the United States: 

Family reunification of spouses or minor chil-

dren with authorized immigrants or citizens;  

Flight from persecution or response to hu-

manitarian crises in home countries;  

Economic, business and employment needs in 

the U.S.;  

Education and training needs of the U.S.;  

Educational program opportunities; and  

Lack of a history of serious criminal activity.  

General Meeting 

Plan to come to a general meeting focusing on the 
new State-level school board and its impact on the 
DC public schools and their functioning.  The gen-
eral meeting, which will take place on Monday, May 
19 (see page 4 flyer), will be followed by unit meet-
ings on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, May 
20, 21, and 22, when we will have the opportunity 
to explore issues raised at the general meeting as 
well as any other related issues.   
 
While it would be ideal to attend both the general 
meeting and a unit meeting, that is certainly not 
necessary.  Come when you can.  See the calendar 
for the unit meeting locations and times. 

continued on page 5 
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By Joan Wilson and Liz Martin 

Voter Services:  Making A Difference 

On April 1, the DC council unanimously passed 

emergency legislation allowing 17-year-olds to 

register to vote.  While the Student Voter Regis-

tration Amendment Act of 2008 allows registra-

tion any time after a 17th birthday, it does stipu-

late that registrants may not vote until they turn 

18. 

Carol Schwartz, the author of the legislation, ac-

knowledged that she was compelled to action by 

the DC League of Women Voters.   

Chaired by Elinor Hart, LWVDC’s Voter Service 

Committee brought to Schwartz’s attention the 

confusion caused by the existing registration pro-

vision.  Thanks to the efforts of Ms. Hart’s com-

mittee, DC high schools will be able to hold regis-

tration for seniors this spring. 

In addition to spurring this legislative change, the 

Voter Service Committee decided at its March 

25th meeting to pursue the following activities: 

Continuing registration of new citizens at natu-

ralization ceremonies the first Tuesday of every 

month; 

Publication of Voter Guides for the Primary and 

General Elections; 

Expansion of the Youth Pollworker Program; 

Translation of the ―Let’s Make Our Vote Count‖ 

brochure into Spanish; 

Distribution and display of ―Vote Tuesday‖ signs; 

Public education on DC’s new State Board of 

Education. 

If you would like more information on Voter Service 

programs or, better yet, would like to participate, 

please contact the LWVDC office. 

Our thanks to you who came out April 22nd to 

make this year’s annual meeting a success—from 

selecting our Board members and budget to 

cheering our speaker on. Let us take to heart his 

proposed programs for fighting poverty in DC.  

Sixty some LWVDC members and guests filled the 

tables at the Pier 7 Channel Inn to attend to end 

of the year business, savor a four course meal 

while enjoying the view of the harbor at sunset, 

and learn from guest speaker, Ed Lazere, what 

this year's city budget tells us about poverty and 

progress. The business of approving new nomi-

nees to the Board and next year's budget was ac-

complished with dispatch and unanimity.  

The podium was then turned over to Mr. Lazere, 

who began with the unwelcome news that one out 

of every five residents in D.C. lives in poverty. He 

acknowledged recent growth of new housing and 

business in the area but indicated this progress did 

not translate into jobs and living wages for all 

workers. A low-skilled worker today, even putting in 

full-time, does not earn enough to support a family. 

To counteract the dangerous gap in D.C. between 

low and high incomes, more revenue must be found 

to finance expansion of social services. And, of 

course, wages need to be increased to a level which 

permits a family to survive. ( Welfare benefit rates 

have not been changed for years despite the in-

crease in cost of living, which is high in D.C.)   With 

the economy heading into troubled waters, these 

programs are of front line importance.  

Presidents’ Message:  LWVDC Annual Meeting 
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League Members Brighten April 

Naturalization Ceremony 

IONA Honoree:  Elizabeth ―Reggie‖ Yancey 

On Thursday, April 24th, the Citizens Advisory 

Council of IONA Senior Services honored Reggie 

Yancey at their 25th annual awards ceremony.  

Reggie is a native born Washingtonian. After com-

pleting high school she graduated from Boston 

University’s Sargent College in Cambridge, Massa-

chusetts. After that, she spent several years 

teaching in Mississippi, Virginia and Pennsylvania. 

Upon returning to Washington, Reggie moved 

through a myriad of educational experiences as 

teacher, counselor and administrator. She retired as 

Vice Superintendent of DCPS in 1980. Later she 

served as Senior Program officer for the Mid-

Atlantic Equity Program and as an educational con-

sultant to American University. 

She has worked tirelessly for the DC League as Unit 

Chair, Membership Chair, Private Elections Chair, 

and Co-chair of ―Making Our Votes Count,‖ a pro-

gram that won two national and one local award. 

The best news for the League is that she will serve 

as Director on the Board for the next two years. 

NCA Convention 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend the NCA Convention 

this month: 

Saturday May 17th 

 9:30am to 1:00pm  

in the Westbury Ballroom  

 Jury’s Hotel 

1500 New Hampshire Avenue NW.   

The hotel is conveniently located right by the Du-

pont Circle Metro station. 

Our delegates this year are: Joan Wilson, Liz Martin, 

Julia Cuniberti, Luci Murphy and Grace Malakoff.   

There will be a delicious, seated and served break-

fast during the business meeting.  Guests are wel-

come. 

Registration fee is $35. Deadline for registration is 

May 10th.  Please contact Andrea Gruhl at 301-596

-5460 or email her at andreagruhl@aol.com. 

If you happened to be driving in her neighbor-
hood at six am on April 7th, you might have seen 
Judy Smith picking an armful of flowers in her 
garden.  Judy and the flowers along with a cohort 
of League members assembled at the courthouse 
early that morning to welcome new citizens.  Judy 
managed to get everything set up in the Judiciary 
Dining Room where the reception was to be  held 
just in time to scurry into the court room where 
she was one of three speakers to extend personal 
welcomes to the group of new citizens. She urged 
these men and women, representing  40 different 
countries, to complete their  voting registration 
forms for collection and immediate delivery to the 
Board of Elections. Her advice was well received 
and a large packet of registrations was later car-
ried to the Board.  

The reception was a joyous occasion of congratu-
lations, photographs of flag-waving new citizens 
and happy consumption of refreshments.  

The League sponsors a reception once a year, but 
Judy attends every monthly ceremony to promote 
registration and welcomes fellow League members 
to join her for the ceremony  (always an emotional 
experience). The League thanks all those who 
helped to make the April reception a success: Judy 
Smith, Amy Proft, Naomi Glass, Jeanette Miller, 
Vinna Freeman, Kathy Schmidt, Minnie Fitzhugh, 
Joan Wilson and Barbara Yeomans. 
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òA New Regime for the DC Public 
Schoolsó 

 
With speakers:  

 
Mary Levy  

Director of Public Education Reform Project, Washington Lawyers Committee for 
Civil Rights & Urban Affairs  

 
& 
 

Erika Landberg  
Ward 3 representative on the elected school board for eight years,  

currently Program Director at DC Voice  

 
Monday May 19, 2008  

 
6:30 pm  

at 
 

Sumner School 
17th & M Streets, NW  

Farragut North Metro Station  
 

LWVDC moderators: Naomi Glass and Barbara Yeomans 
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For questions about membership call the League office at 222-
0710 or Betty Pierce, membership chair, at 544-5547. 

LWVDC MEMBERSHIP FORM  
I want to:  __join or I want  __to renew my membership! 
Annual Dues Rate  
¨$45/Single Member  
¨$60/Joint Household Members  
¨$20/Student Member ________________  
(Please print)                                  College/University 
 

___________________________________ 
Name 
___________________________________ 
Street Address                                                       Apt. No. 
___________________________________ 
City                                     State                          zip code 
_____________/___________/__________ 
home phone                     work phone                 fax number 
___________________________________ 
email address 
Make check payable to LWVDC. Send with 
completed form to LWVDC, 1717 Mass. 
Ave., #600, Washington, DC 20036 -2008 
 
In addition to my dues, I enclose a contribution to: ¨ LWVDC ¨ LWVDC Ed Fund   
Tax Deductibility: Dues & contributions to LWVDC are NOT tax deductible. 
Contributions to LWVDC EF ARE tax deductible. 
 Please write separate checks to each. 

Thanks to the following members for their gener-
ous gifts to the League:  Reggie Yancey, Audrey 
Hatry, William Rice, R. Diggs, Cammie Burnight, 
Connie Tate and the Nelson/Nichols household. 
 
A special thank you to Robert Gemmill for a $500 
donation to the General Fund. 
 
Vinna Freeman made a gift in the memory of Mary 
Rodgers.   
 
Joan Wilson, Naomi Glass and Goody Braun have 
all given to the Sheila Willett fund. 

Thank You! 

Kudos! 

Immigration Position from page 1 

Administration and Enforcement 

The League supports due process for all persons, 

including the right to a fair hearing, right to counsel, 

right of appeal and right to humane treatment.   

The League supports: 

Improved technology to facilitate employer veri-

fication of employee status;  

Verification documents, such as status cards and 

work permits, with secure identifiers;  

Significant fines and penalties for employers who 

hire unauthorized workers;  

Improved technology for sharing information 

among federal agencies;  

More effective tracking of individuals who enter 

the United States; and  

Increased personnel at borders.  

The League also supports programs allowing foreign 

workers to enter and leave the U.S. to meet seasonal or 

sporadic labor needs. 

Unauthorized Immigrants Already in the U.S.  

In achieving overall policy goals, the League supports a 

system for unauthorized immigrants already in the 

country to earn legal status, including citizenship, by 

paying taxes, learning English, studying civics and 

meeting other relevant criteria. While policy reforms, 

including a path to legal status, remain unachieved, 

the League does not support deporting unauthorized 

immigrants who have no history of criminal activity.  

Kudos to:  
Elinor Hart for her work on changing the student 
registration legislation; 
 
Nelson Rimensnyder for a moving few moments 
on Representation in Congress at a Politics & 
Prose session where Senator Chuck Hagel was 
speaking. Nelson questioned Senator Hagel’s op-
position to representation and the Senator agreed 
to meet with the Republican Party of DC and to 
reconsider his position. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

      1  2 3 

4 5 6 7 
11:30am LWV 
Board Meeting1  

3:00pm Great 
Decisions2  

8 9 10 
 

11 12 13 14 15 16 
Deadline for 
June DC Voter 
articles  

17 
9:30am NCA 
Convention 

18 19 
6:30pm Gen-
eral Meeting 

20 
9:15am SW Day 
Unit Meeting 3 

12:45pm NW 
Day Unit Mtg4 

21 
9:15am Upper 
16th Unit Mtg 5 

3:00pm Great 
Decisions2  

22 
9:45am CC/
Ingleside Unit 

Meeting6 

23 
 

24 

25 26 27 28 
3:00pm Great 
Decisions2  

 29  30 
June DC Voter 
Mailing 

 31 

The DC VOTER is the publication of the LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS® OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed and 
active participation of citizens in government, works to increase understanding of public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.    National 

membership is included in the local League membership.  See membership form on page 5. 

Contact us by:    Tel: 202 222-0710    Web site: www.lwvdc.org      Fax: 202 783-0444     Email:  lwvdc@aol.com  

1LWVDC, 1717 Mass. Ave. NW, Suite 600.    2Meets at Ingleside Retirement Community Theater, 3130 Military Road NW.  3Leona 
Rumsey, 863-7484. 4Barbara Yeomans, 363-8940. 5Grace Littlejohn, 4122 16th St NW.  6Joan Wilson,237-6264.  

Have You Paid Your Dues? 

The good news is that we now renew 

memberships every April and our dues 

have remained at $45 for approxi-

mately ten years.  The bad news is that 

the US League's per member payment 

(PMP) will go from $22 to $28.  That 

means that our League keeps 

only $17 of your dues for operation 

of local programs.  It helps the budget 

if we don't have to send dues remind-

ers.  Membership renewal forms may 

be downloaded at our website 

www.lwvdc.org or you may use the 

form in this newsletter. Please send in 

your check today.  And thank you for 

your continued support. 

http://www.lwvdc.org
mailto:lwvdc@aol.com
http://www.lwvdc.org/

