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The League of Women Voters has been a key part 

of the struggle for voting rights for all citizens, for 

equal representation, as well as for promoting politi-

cal responsibility, through informed and active 

participation by citizens in their government. Join 

us in the coming year as we celebrate LWVDC‟s 

inspiring history. Join us as we continue to build 

on our past accomplishments for a better future 

for each and every citizen. We need your support 

in spreading the word about our efforts to both 

existing and potential new members of LWVDC! 

(See Elizabeth Yancey’s article on page 5.) 

 

Ninety years ago, in February 1920, the League of 

Women Voters of the United States (February 

1920) was founded; in April of that same year the 

DC chapter- at one time known as the “Voteless” 

League of Women Voters- was created. Although 

the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, 

guaranteeing women the right to vote, was ratified 

by the states in 1920, it was not until the 

1964 presidential elections that any District resident 

had the opportunity to cast a vote at the national 

level. District residents‟ voting rights on local issues 

were expanded first in 1968, in the local school 

board elections, and again in 1973 through the Dis-

President’s Message 
By Billie Day 

trict of Columbia Self-Government and Governmen-

tal Reorganization Act. The mission of the DC 

League of Women Voters to achieve full representa-

tion for District residents remains unfulfilled. 

 

Did you know that anyone visiting the Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Memorial Library can research the contribu-

tions made by the LWVDC dating all the way back to 

1930?  The MLK Library's Washingtoniana Refer-

ence Division currently has as their “Collection No. 

Volunteers Needed with LWV-DC Election 

Monday January 25, 2010 from 10:00am– 4:00pm in the LWVDC Offices 

Your help in counting ballots will be greatly appreciated.  

Please phone us at  202-222-0710 or email us at <lwvdc@aol.com>  with your availability. 

Thank you! 

Billie Day, Michael Brown and Elinor Hart in Atlanta 

Continued on page 3 
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The DC VOTER is a publication of the League of Women Voters of 
the District of Columbia, a nonpartisan political organization that 

encourages informed and active participation of citizens in govern-
ment, works to increase understanding of public policy issues, and 
influences public policy through education and advocacy. 

LWVDC MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

 

2009-2010  
 

For questions about membership please call the League 
office at 222-0710 or email lwvdc@aol.com 

  
Membership to the national League is included in local dues.  

 
I want to: ___join or I want ___to renew my membership!  
 
Annual Dues Rate  

$45/Single Member   Special $30 rate through Jan. 31, 2010 
$60/Joint Household Members  
 

$20/Student Member ________________________________  
College/University      

 
(Please print)  
 
 

_________________________________________  
Name  
 
 

__________________________________________  
Street Address Apt. No.  
 
 

__________________________________________  
City  
 
 

__________________________________________  
State zip code  
 
 

______________________________  
home phone  
 

______________________________  
work phone  
 
 
 
ððððððððððððïðððð--ðððð  
fax number  
 
 

___________________________________________  
email address  
 

Make check payable to LWVDC. Send with completed 
form to LWVDC, 1717 Mass. Ave. NW, #600, Wash-
ington, DC 20036-2008  
 
In addition to my dues, I enclose a contribution to: LWVDC 
Education Fund (make check to LWVDC-EF) in the amount 
of $_____________.  
 
Tax Deductibility: Dues & contributions to LWVDC are NOT 
tax deductible. Contributions to LWVDC EF ARE tax de-
ductible.  
Please write separate checks to each.  

Billie Day 222-0710 
 drbad1@hotmail.com 

Kathryn Ray 244-0770 

Geraldine Whitley 882-6480  

Jane Varner Malhotra 363-1676 

Ken Nesper kenesperjr@netzero.net  

Chris Matthews 269-3890 
 chrismatt@igc.org 

Chris Matthews 269-3890 

 

Dara Baldwin (Membership) daraldb18@gmail.com 

Goody Braun (Healthcare) goody.solomon@verizon.net 

Madlyn Calbert (Congressional) 832-7305  
Jean Hall (Co-chair Units) 362-4526 
Patricia Hallman (NCA Liaison, Brown Bag) 829-8852 
Barbara Luchs (VOTER Mailing) 363-0853 

Jack Mathison (Gun Control) 362-4612  

Leona Rumsey 863-7484 

Joan Wilson (Private Elections) 237-6264 

Constance Tate (Education) 882-0387 

Reggie Yancey 726-1929 

Chris Matthews 269-3890 

Open lwvdc@aol.com  

Grace Malakoff (Chair) 387-7540   

Joan Wilson (Chair) 237-6264   

Elinor Hart (Chair) 387-2966 
Judy Smith (Naturalization Services) 882-3021  

Jean Hall (Co-chair) 362-4526 
Naomi Glass (Co-chair) 686-0124   
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33,” forty-eight boxes of LWVDC materials with a 

“Guide to the Records of the League of the Women 

Voters of the District of Columbia 1930-1982” 

and fourteen additional boxes of LWVDC materials 

furnished in August 2003 and August 2005. Li-

brary archivist Derek Gray and two staff members 

visited the LWVDC office recently regarding future 

transfer of additional materials to further develop 

their LWVDC collection. To learn more about the 

“Records of the League of Women Voters of the 

District of Columbia” go to:  
 

http://catalog.dclibrary.org/vufind/Record/ 

ocm42278427 

 

The continuing struggle to secure District resi-

dents’ full representation is now closer to being 

part of every high school's Social Studies curricu-

lum. In mid-November, I traveled to Atlanta to 

attend the National Council for Social Studies‟ an-

nual conference, which was attended by over 

5,000 people. Elinor Hart, DC League member, 

Voter Services Co-Chair and LWV-NCA President, 

was also present. I wanted to support the efforts of DC 

“Shadow Senator‟ Michael Brown, as well as of Anise 

Jenkins and Patricia Brown, in spreading the word 

about the District of Columbia citizens‟ continuing 

struggle to secure equal rights. Their impressive pres-

entation, "Fulfilling the Promise of Democracy for All 

Americans,” explored disenfranchisement in Washing-

ton DC, and included materials from LWVUS. Attendees 

from across the United States were urged to involve 

their students, and, to that end, were provided hand-

outs aligned with the National Standards of the NCSS 

promoting civic competency. 

 

I also attended hearings on H.R. 960, “District of Co-

lumbia Legislative Autonomy Act of 2009” and H.R. 

1045, “District of Columbia Budget Autonomy Act of 

2009”, introduced by Delegate Norton. For full text 

and status of both bills, see www.thomas.gov. 

 

A special thanks to Liz De Baraga, Elinor Hart, Jane 

Varner-Malhotra, and Emily Tamlyn for joining me to 

support voter registration at the American University 

Law School on November 21. 

Hand Gun Control 

 

Weôre Still Collecting Recipes! 
 

Please help LWVDC put together a great 

fundraiser cookbook. Send us your  

favorite recipe!  

 

Send recipes to Goody Braun , 1712 

Taylor St. NW, Washington, DC 20011 

or to goody.solomon@verizon.net.  

 

If your submission comes from a cook-

book, please be sure to give accurate 

reference. And let us know if you want 

your name printed with your recipe.  

Presidentôs Message, continued from page 1 

For three weeks in 2002, the District of Columbia 

was terrorized as a sniper and his young accomplice 

killed 10 people at random and wounded 

three others. The two murderers were caught and 

convicted. Their rifle was tracked back to a Tacoma, 

Washington arms dealer. 

 

Now we have just learned in late November that 

four police officers were shot and killed near Tacoma 

as they sat in a cafe working on their reports. How 

many innocent people have to be killed before the 

United States Congress voices their concern? Is there 

not a soul in either political party willing to speak up 

against misuse of hand guns? 

Our LWVDC strives to alert its members to the trag-

edy that unfolds all too often when guns are brought 

into the district from neighboring states. 

by John T. Mathison 
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DC Vote Expands Mission 

 
 

DC Vote has expanded its mission to include state-
hood for the District of Columbia. The organization 
has advocated for citizenship and voting rights for 
DC residents since 1998. Director Ilir Zherka said 
that the push for statehood will be an extension of 
the organization's efforts to protect the city council's 
ability to enact legislation for residents. 
  
The United States Constitution guarantees Con-
gress exclusive jurisdiction over the District of Co-
lumbia in all matters. Since 1973, elected District 
representatives have been able to carry out some 
functions. In most cases, however, any law passed 
by the city council can be overturned, at any time, by 
any member of the House or Senate. A recent con-
troversy over local gun control laws offers a vivid 
example of how this rule makes the District vulner-
able to national political trends. 
  
Even before President Obama took office in Janu-
ary, House and Senate leaders introduced separate 
versions of the The DC House Voting Rights Act, 
which would provide district residents with a vote in 
the House of Representatives. President Obama 
supported expanding voting rights to DC citizens 
during the presidential campaign, and had ties to the 
city's mayor, Adrian Fenty. Most observers expected 
the bills to pass quickly. The Democrats had a clear 
majority in both the House and the Senate, after the 
2008 regular election and other special elections 
gave them 14 new seats in the House, and five new 
seats in the Senate. Senator John Ensign, (R-NV) 
proposed an amendment to the Senate's bill, which 
would overturn the district's strict gun laws and pre-
vent the city council from legislating on the issue 
again. A similar amendment was prepared in the 
House, but was never attached to the bill. Instead, at 
the request of District Representative Eleanor Nor-
ton, House leaders returned their bill to committee in 
March, where it has remained. Had the House 
passed a bill without the gun amendment, the two 
versions would have been reconciled in committee 
before being sent to both legislative bodies for a final 
vote. It's not clear whether or not the gun amend-
ment would have remained in effect.  In recent years 
many Democrats in the Midwest and the South have 
increasingly supported pro-gun positions, while 
President Obama has remained neutral on the issue. 
  
The bill remains in committee and is not scheduled 

for a rehearing before the end of the year. There have 
been some efforts by Delegate Norton to attach the bill as 
an amendment to a larger piece of legislation.  Mean-
while, the Ensign Amendment overturning the district's 
gun laws may well return as a separate bill and be 
passed. 
   
Republicans do not have the votes to override a presi-
dential veto, but it is not very likely that the President 
would veto gun legislation. Democrats hold their slim ma-
jority in both legislative bodies only because party leaders 
ran moderate candidates in Republican districts. Guns 
are a wedge issue with many voters, meaning people 
will pick a side and use it as a litmus to disqualify candi-
dates from either party who are on the opposite side. Fur-
ther, pundits say the 2010 election is trending against 
Democrats, who are playing defense in about 57 seats in 
moderate or conservative districts where voters generally 
support the NRA.  
  
Because district representatives are so vulnerable to poli-
ticians from states where  citizens have such very differ-
ent ideas about regulation, the staff at DC Vote believes 
that statehood could be the most effective way to 
truly protect the rights of the city's residents. 
  
 The city's Needle Exchange program, which has repeat-
edly had its funding stripped and restored by members of 
Congress, is a recent example of how the city's auton-
omy, even over purely local affairs, is often pro-
scribed. The District of Columbia has the highest rate of 
AIDs of any city in the country. Other cities are allowed to 
use their own funds for programs distributing free sterile 
needles to residents in order to combat the spread of dis-
ease through reuse of dirty needles. A ban on federal 
funds for these programs meant that DC officials and 
charities were not allowed to use city funds to distribute 
sterile needles to residents, since the city's funds come 
from the federal government. The ban was lifted last year, 
but a recent amendment proposed by Chet Edwards D-
TX, would have reinstated the ban. Further, the Edwards 
amendment would have prohibited any needle exchange 
program from operating within 1,000 feet of a park, which 
would exclude most areas of the city.  
 
To protest the issue and draw attention to residents who 
will benefit from the program, Delegate Norton and DC 
Vote held a press conference and visited legislators on 
Dec. 1, World Aids Day.  
 

 by Liz De Baraga 
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Calling All Memories  
by Elizabeth Yancey 

In celebration of the DC Leagueôs 90th anniversary,     
former League President Ruth Dixon prepared a 
Fact Sheet highlighting notable achievements of the 
League for each decade from 1920 ï 1970. 

Now, in celebration of our 90th anniversary birthday 
we would like to update the ñDecades Fact Sheetò 
for the 1980s, 1990s, 2000s and projections for 
2010. 

If you recall a key or notable achievement of the 
League that could be included in this endeavor, 
please submit a brief paragraph to the League Office 
in writing or by e-mail Attn: 90th Celebration by   
February 1, 2009.  Your thoughts and suggestions 
will be greatly appreciated. 

Mark your calendar to attend!  

All Member National Program Planning Meeting 

We will discuss and reach consensus on which issue we recommend Convention adopt.   
There are four options, from which we select one: 
*New study proposal  *Review of a position that needs to be updated 
*Concurrence with an existing position (usually based on a state or local League position) 
*Recommend no new study   
 

Thursday January 21, 2010  11:30am-1:30pm    

LWVDC Offices, 1717 Massachusetts Avenue, NW,  Suite 600  

Please come prepared by looking at Impact on Issues, 2008-2010 at www.lwv.org. 
Members should evaluate possible issues by asking, for example: 
Is there widespread member interest? Is this a timely issue? Is government action the most effective way 

to address the problem? 
For more information on the process, please review the December 2009 DC Voter.  It is available on the 
DC League website:  www.lwvdc.org click on the Publications. 

 

Feel free to bring a bag lunch.  Drinks and dessert will be provided. 

If you are unable to attend, please send topics you would like considered in an email to  
lwvdc@aol.com. 

Sample: 1970 Facts 

 

The 1970s started off with the Leagues all over the  

United States gathering 1.3 million signatures on 
petitions asking Congress to give D.C. representation 

in Congress. A little later, the League rejoiced in the 

home Rule Act of 1973 and its provision for a limited 
degree of self government. Since then the organiza-

tion has published voters guides for every primary 
and general election and put out fact sheets on is-

sues of concern to voters. League members have 

helped in almost every election. 
 

During the 70s the League hailed the beginning of 

the METRO, the cleanup of the Potomac, and the 
expansion of public higher education in the District 

and working for the establishment of Advisory 

Neighborhood Commissions. 

http://www.lwv.org/
http://lwvdc.org/
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1717 Massachusetts Ave NW, Suite 600 

Washington, DC 20036 

(tel) 202 222-0710 (website) www.lwvdc.org  

(fax) 202 783-0444 (email) lwvdc@aol.com 

January 2010 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

   
 

 
 

1 

New Yearôs Day 
 

2 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
9:45am Board 

Meeting
 1 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
10:30am Unit 

Council Meet-

ing3 

12 
10:00am Naturali-

zation Ceremony2 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 

Martin Luther 

King Day 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
11:30am National 

Program Planning 

Meeting
1 

22 23 
 

24 
 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

1LWVDC, 1717 Mass. Ave. NW, Suite 600.   2Judy Smith, 882-3021.    3Naomi Glass, 5533 33rd St. NW, 686-
0124.    

Upcoming Events 

 

March 12: Come see The Capitol Steps  

and support the LWV -NCA! 

 

April 24: LWVDC Annual Meeting. This  

yearõs meeting will be a Saturday brunch. 

Mark your calendars now and check future  

issues of the Voter for more information.  

 

ñññññññññññ 

 
New from LWVUS 

The first issue of The Susan Bee is now 

available on the LWVUS website,  

www.lwv.org. The newsletter contains  

short updates of ongoing national work.  

*****No Unit Meetings in January, but the Unit Council will meet.***** 


