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President’s Message
By Billie Day

Congratulations to Shenaz Malik, who has ob-
tained a fulltime position in her field. For LWVDC,
she will continue putting together 7he Voter, up-
dating the website, and processing email.

| would like to introduce Donna Graham Harris,
who will be assisting with all other office matters.
She will generally be in the office on Tuesday and
Thursday mornings from 8:30 a.m. Earlier this
year, Donna retired after 36 years with the DC
Public School System. Donna is an active volunteer
in the community, mentoring students and coor-
dinating educational/enrichment activities with
the law firm of Fulbright and Jaworski. She also
serves as Vice Precinct Chair for her district in
Montgomery County, MD.

Our November meeting on health care provided
much food for thought about whether real health
needs and services have been addressed in the
2009 discussions. Focusing on how politics im-
pact issues today, the crucial need for groups
such as LWV to be involved in shaping policy de-
bates was clear.
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December 10 will celebrate the anniversary of the
Declaration of Human Rights. LWVDC will honor
our nominee Judy Smith at the UNA-NCA lunch-
eon. Read more about UNA events on page 6 of
this newsletter.

Looking forward to 2010, we’ll commemorate
ninety years of the League of Women Voters of the
United States as well as ninety years of LWVDC,
chartered in April 1920. Throughout 2010,
LWVDC plans to celebrate its history and accom-
plishments as well as build for the future. A 90th
Anniversary planning group has been convened.
Please consider joining this group. Phone the of-
fice at 202.222.0710 to volunteer. We want to
highlight the importance of the League in the
continuing history of our community and nation.

With the holiday season upon us, do consider
making a donation to the LWVDC-EF in a friend’s
name or giving a gift LWVDC membership to that
special someone!
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# Great Decisions Program Topics

# The word is out! The Foreign Policy Association has announced the topics to be studied this year by Great Decisions groups
4 across the nation, including the one our LWVDC sponsors. As soon as the Association completes its preparations, DVD interviews
%% with leading experts on each topic and the accompanying text will be prepared for end of December release.

%

% There is still time to enroll in the LWVDC Great Decisions group and have access to the DVD and text as well as the opportunity
to participate in the Great Decisions meetings which will be held in the theater of Ingleside retirement community, 3050 Military
Road, N.W. It is an invigorating way to feed your interest in our changing world. Here are the topics: Special Envoys, Preventing
Genocide, Global Crime, US-China Security Relations, Global Financial Crisis, Russia and its Neighbors, The Persian Gulf, Peace-

%
% keeping.

&
< If you would like to join the LWVDC Great Decisions group, please contact Joan Wilson at jimjowilson@verizon.com or contact

4 the LWVDC office.
%
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2009-2010

For questions about membership please call the League
office at 222-0710 or Dara Baldwin, membership chair, at
daraldb18@gmail.com or lwvdc@aol.com

Membership to the national League is included in local dues.

| want to: join or | want ___to renew my membership!
Annual Dues Rate

Sa5/Sipleember Special $30 rate through Dec., 31 2009
$60/Joint Household Members

$20/Student Member

College/University

(Please print)

Name

Street Address Apt. No.

City

State zip code

home phone

work phone

0000000000000 000-00800
fax number

email address

Make check payable to LWVDC. Send with completed
form to LWVDC, 1717 Mass. Ave. NW, #600, Wash-
ington, DC 20036-2008

In addition to my dues, | enclose a contribution to: LWVDC
Education Fund (make check to LWVDC-EF) in the amount
of §

Tax Deductibility: Dues & contributions to LWVDC are NOT
tax deductible. Contributions to LWVDC EF ARE tax de-
ductible.

Please write separate checks to each.

Billie Day

Kathryn Ray

Geraldine Whitley

Jane Varner Malhotra

Ken Nesper

Chris Matthews

Dara Baldwin (Membership)
Goody Braun (Healthcare)

Madlyn Calbert (Congressional)

Jean Hall (Co-chair Units)

Patricia Hallman (NCA Liaison, Brown Bag)
Barbara Luchs (VOTER Mailing)

Jack Mathison (Gun Control)
Leona Rumsey

Joan Wilson (Private Elections)
Constance Tate (Education)

Reggie Yancey

Chris Matthews

Chris Matthews

Dara Baldwin (Chair)

Grace Malakoff (Chair)

Joan Wilson (Chair)

Elinor Hart (Chair)
Judy Smith (Naturalization Services)

Jean Hall (Co-chair)
Naomi Glass (Co-chair)

222-0710
drbadl@hotmail.com

244-0770

882-6480

363-1676

kenesperjr@netzero.net

269-3890
chrismatt@igc.org

daraldb18@gmail.com
goody.solomon@verizon.net

832-7305
362-4526
829-8852
363-0853

362-4612
863-7484
237-6264
882-0387
726-1929

269-3890

269-3890

daraldb18@gmail.com

387-7540

237-6264

387-2966
882-3021

362-4526
686-0124
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November General Meeting: Enriching & Informative

By Joan Wilson

Jointly sponsored by LWVDC and Howard
University Hospital, the forum was held in the
hospital auditorium on a wet chilly November
evening and proved an enlightening exposure
to the complex and political drama of health
care reform as it is playing out in Con-

gress. Four speakers, all drawing on remark-
able academic and professional experience,
approached the subject from different angles,
but shared a deep passion for improving
health care in the United States. Goody Braun,
chair of the LWVDC Health Committee, was a
deft moderator. Jane Malhotra played an in-
strumental role developing the collaboration
with Howard University Hospital.

The discussion focused on the complexities
of health care reform and the seemingly end-
less political obstacles to genuine over-

haul. The speakers tackled a wide range of
issues such as congressional power politics,
debate over abortion rights, the high costs
inherent in requiring all citizens to purchase
health insurance, the viability of the so-called
public option, resistance from various indus-
tries to proposals regarding mandatory in-
surance and notably the effect on small busi-
nesses. All agreed the final legislation would
represent a compromise, requiring revisions
in future years. If a bill is finally achieved
sometime this year, it will, said one resorting
to a football analogy, be a “first down but not
a touchdown.”

For many Leaguers, it was confirmation that
public debates have been sullied by “vicious
chicanery” and “outright lies,” to quote a

member of the audience. Nonetheless, there was
general agreement that some reform would be
better than none, given the crisis of health care
and its spiraling costs in the United States to-
day. The speakers emphasized the need for im-
provement not only in structuring health care fi-
nancing but also in the quality of care itself. They
cited statistics showing the U.S. performed poorly
compared to many other nations. Among the
reasons cited: insufficient preventive treatments,
payment for excessive tests, x-rays and such, an
insufficient health care workforce (doctors,
nurses, and others), doctors who refused Medi-
caid and Medicare patients. As Leaguers, we were
reminded that many “under sourced populations”
must be better served and safety net hospitals
increased if health reform is to be true reform. We
need to be involved to promote meaningful
change.

As for a congressional outcome, the speakers
saw problems with the House-passed bill as well
as what might possibly pass the Senate, but they
seemed to agree that Senate deliberations could
extend into early next year and eventually possi-
ble collusion of moderate Democrats with liberal
Republicans could achieve final legislation that
President Obama could sign.

The speakers were: Grace Mastelli, Chief Operat-
ing Officer and General Counsel, National Coali-
tion for Health Care, Henry J. Aaron, Senior Fel-
low, Economic Studies, Brookings Institution;
Mark McClellan, Director, Engelberg Center for
Health Care Reform, Brookings Institution; Bailus
Walker, Professor, Howard University College of
Medicine.
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National Program Planning for 2010-2012:

By Kathryn Ray

Every two years state and local Leagues and ILO’s
(Inter-League Organizations like our NCA) partici-
pate in the LWVUS Program Planning process by
making recommendations concerning program
issues - this is how we remain a grassroots or-
ganization.

The Program Planning process is an important
League tool for identifying issues for study. It
gives members and Leagues the opportunity to
balance the pros and cons, assess possible sup-
port, and consider the viability of issues. During
the process, members have the opportunity - es-
pecially with email and discussion lists - to or-
ganize support based on factual materials before
the Program Planning deadline, March 1, 2010.

Waiting to gather support for issues at Convention
often results in limited discussion and incomplete
information. Furthermore, raising issues at Con-
vention instead of through the Program Planning
process dilutes the voices of Leagues that do par-
ticipate in the process.

Selecting an issue for study

Program, a three-part process that is a core com-
ponent of the League’s mission, is composed of
program planning, study and consensus, and ad-
vocacy. While it is important for every League to
hold a Program Planning meeting to discuss pos-
sible issues for study at the national level, it is not
essential for every League to select an issue. The
response form includes a line to indicate that is-
sues were discussed, but no change is recom-
mended. This important option gives the LWVUS a
more realistic picture of the participation and
opinions of all Leagues, so it is important for all
Leagues to complete and submit a response form
whether they recommend a program item or not.

Program Planning Meeting

Please prepare for the Jan. 21 Program Planning Meet-
ing by looking at /mpact on Issues, 2008-2010, which
is available on the LWVUS website at www.lwv.org.

Members with issue interests may join the LWVUS
Convention Preparation discussion list, where mem-
bers will be discussing and/or promoting issues and
the Program Planning process. Subscriptions can be
made on our web site at https://member.lwv.org/

member.asp.

Members should evaluate possible issues by asking,
for example:

Is there widespread member interest?
® |s this a timely issue?

® |s government action the most effective way to ad-
dress the problem?

New Study, Review, or Concurrence

Local and state Leagues and ILO’s are only asked to
propose one new study, one review or one concur-
rence, or to make no recommendation. Leagues are no
longer being asked to adopt existing program, al-
though convention delegates will continue to do so.

Resources and Volunteer Time

Before recommending a study, review or concurrence,
Leagues need to consider the resource commitment
required for their own League as well as for the na-
tional League. A recommendation is a request to give
high priority for the biennium at both the local and
national League levels. If a recommendation is
adopted, local Leagues and LWVUS, with limited re-
sources - money, but even more importantly volunteer
time - may find it necessary to drop other activities in
order to participate. Although technology has made it
possible to reduce expenses, an increase in Per Mem-
ber Payments may be required to help fund the work at
the national level.


https://member.lwv.org/member.asp
https://member.lwv.org/member.asp
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Save the Date January 21

New Study/Program Item
To propose a new study, you need to fill out that
section on the response form by including a brief
statement (200 words or less), stating the scope
of the study. List this statement under the appro-
priate position heading - Representative Govern-
ment, International Relations, Natural Resources,
or Social Policy (see /mpact on Issues for detailed
descriptions of these
headings -a summary of *
these positions is also

included with this mail- Program planning IS what

ing). A statement of
scope lists the areas to

sis on a particular aspect
of the issue, and the pa-
rameters of the study. It
is helpful to the staff and i
Program Planning Com- i

mittee, if several Hrl- OENe [ENe [ENe [ENe [ENe [ENe [ENe [ENe [ENe

Leagues are proposing or supporting the same

study, that they use the same position heading

and consistent wording in the brief summary of
scope.

Review

Likewise, Leagues may recommend one LWVUS
position for review during each biennium. Again,
it is helpful to the staff and Program Planning
Committee, if several Leagues are proposing or
supporting the same review, that they use the
same position heading and consistent wording in
the brief summary of scope. If an issue is
adopted, a Review Committee will be appointed to
examine the position and, if appropriate, suggest
changes and updating.

Concurrence
The response form includes the option of recom-

mending a program item for concurrence. If the pro-
posed concurrence is based on a previous state or lo-
cal League position, then you should provide the title
and scope of the position your League proposes for
concurrence, the name of the League that did the
original study and the location (usually a URL) of the
position/study. Although the LWVUS Bylaws do not re-
quire that a proposed concurrence be based on a pre-

] NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN .m!ViOUS League position,apro—

posed concurrence is gener-
() . .
!ally more credible if there
. has been a previous study

makes us a grassroots and position on the subject.

be explored, the empha- organization. LWVDC will
meet on January 21 to

select an issue for study.

Timeline

® Jan - Feb 2010 - Leagues
provide opportunities for
members to participate in

. LWVUS Program Planning.

& March 1, 2010 - Deadline

for receipt of online response forms

® March 26-28, 2010 LWVUS Board Meeting - LWVUS
Program Planning Committee analyzes response
form responses and drafts proposal for LWVUS
board review

® March 26-28, 2010 - LWVUS board considers draft
and approves a Proposed Program for the 2010-
2012

® May 2010 - Proposed program is posted on the
website for review

® June 2010 - Convention delegates adopt 2010-
2012 LWVUS program after debate and discussion,
as well as any not-recommended items granted
consideration by convention.

® July 2010-June 2012 - LWVUS board implements
adopted program
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Think Globally—Act Locally

UNA-NCA Luncheon and
Awards Ceremony

LWVDC has long been an associate of the
United Nations Association of the National
Capital Area (UNA-NCA), which in partnership
with the District of Columbia Office of Human
Rights, will sponsor the annual Human Rights
Luncheon on December 10. Recipients of the
two major awards this year are: Thoraya Obaid,
Executive Director of the United Nations Popu-
lations Fund (UNFPA), and Wade Henderson,
President and CEO of the Leadership Confer-
ence on Civil Rights. Also, local community
awards are given for promoting human rights.

Our nominee for this year’s community award
is Judy Smith, who currently heads our voter
education team. Judy attends the monthly natu-
ralization ceremonies at the U.S. District Court-
house where she speaks to new citizens about
their rights and responsibilities and receives
new voter registration forms.

Judy’s work with the League is but a part of the
humanitarian works she has been involved with
throughout her lifetime. She has mentored Li-
berian refugees at her church for the past ten
years; taught English in Pakistan and several
African countries; organized a literacy/
employment project for street children in
Guinea and founded a shelter for homeless and
abused girls in Senegal. While teaching in two
DC high schools, she founded and directed a
paid peer-tutoring program. Since serving as
an early Peace Corps Volunteer, she has con-
stantly found ways to champion human rights.

World AIDS Day

World AIDS Day, December 1, is about increasing
awareness and improving education. The 2009
theme is ‘Universal Access and Human Rights”. In
DC, the HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis, STD and TB Admini-
stration (HAHSTA) is the core government agency to
prevent HIV/AIDS, STDs, Tuberculosis and Hepatitis,
reduce transmission of the diseases and provide
care and treatment to persons with the dis-

eases. For more about this agency’s work go to
www.doh.dc.gov/doh .

Two items of particular and timely interest
are: under “Reports”, “The Part B Comprehensive
HIV Care Plan for 2009-2011" which describes

the needs and program in DC. And under “Release”
see “October 19 Fenty Administration Outlines Suc-
cesses and Ongoing Work to Improve HIV/AIDS Pro-

grams for District Residents.”

Copenhagen Conference

LWV recently secured its official Observer status for
the United Nations Framework Climate Change Con-
ference (UNFCCC) in Copenhagen this December 7-
18. Included in the delegation is Carole Conors, of
Maryland, Chair of the LWV Lobby Corps. The
League urges federal action that reduces global
warming pollutants on a national and global

scale. LWV actions and positions can be found at
www.lwv.org As another resource, Friends of the
Earth (FOE) will offer video blogging

from Copenhagen through www.foe.org/ The cur-
rent FOE magazine includes a description of local
actions by the DC Environmental Network. (It is
available online at www.foe.org then click on media
center, then Fall 2009 then scroll to page 10.)


http://www.lwv.org/
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October General Meeting Report

By Kathryn Ray

Opening her remarks with a portfolio review, Dep-
uty Mayor Santos explained that she oversees a
cluster of agencies that includes the following De-
partments: Small and Local Business Develop-
ment, Housing and Community Development, Of-
fice of Planning, Consumer and Regulatory Affairs,
Insurance, Securities and Banking, Employment
Services, Commission of Arts and Humanities, Of-
fice of Motion Picture and TV Development. As
Deputy Mayor, Ms. Santos takes charge of imple-
menting Mayor Fenty’s economic development
vision and managing a development pipeline
worth more than $13 billion.

Her Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and
Economic Development is the District’s lead
agency in coordinating the District's policies and
initiatives with respect to affordable housing,
business attraction and retention, workforce and
economic development. Ms. Santos has responsi-
bility for initiatives in public-private housing, re-
tail, office and parks projects throughout the Dis-
trict.

Ms. Santos emphasized the search for new oppor-
tunities and community benefits. She reiterated
the commitment “to work hard to ensure that
every District investment yields real benefits for
residents and local businesses alike. That means
projects must include job opportunities for resi-
dents, promote workforce development and create
meaningful contracting and investment opportu-
nities for local businesses. We leverage both pri-
vate sector and government investments to im-

prove our infrastructure and build first-class schools,
libraries, recreation centers and parks.

She explained that the team in the Office of the Deputy
Mayor is charged with bringing federal, nonprofit and
private and community partners together to expand
the District's economic base, attract and retain busi-
nesses, bring good-paying jobs for residents and pro-
mote the city as a competitive, welcoming place to do
business. Projects within the office’s purview include
the $2 billion Southwest Waterfront redevelopment,
the $1 billion redevelopment of the 10-acre former
Convention Center site and more than $70 million
worth of waterfront parks and infrastructure projects.
The portfolio also includes various housing and mixed
use projects of all sizes located in neighborhoods
throughout the District. Examples include: proposed
O Street Market in Shaw, the redevelopment of the
Minnesota-Benning Metrorail Station site and the multi
-site New Communities Initiative.

During the question and answer period, Ms. Santos
told the audience that the District did have an inven-
tory of public property. She confirmed that the District
does spend over $100 million dollars leasing office
space for District agencies. She was somewhat cir-
cumspect in replying to questions about her depart-
ment’s relationship with the Council. Likewise, she de-
murred when asked about West End development and
the future of the McMillan Reservoir site. In response
to questions about density and height restrictions, she
recommended that the League invite the director of
the Office of Planning to speak to us.
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3 Weobre Still Collecting Recipes!
S 4
S Please help us put together a great fund raiser cookbook. Send us your favorite recipe! Send reci- 2
:: pes to Goody Braun, 1712 Taylor St. NW, Washington, DC 20011 or to goody.solomon@verizon.net. $
% If your submission comes from a cookbook, please be sure to give accurate reference. And let us {;
S know if you want your name printed with your recipe. é
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Of Note = OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA US POSTAGE
A very happy birthday to  Sheila Keeny. Fel- 1717 Massachusetts Ave NW, Suite 600 WASH PSéDPermit
low Leaguers Barbara Luchs and Billie Day Washington, DC 20036 # 8260

have made generous contributions to the

General Fund in celebration of her birthday.
AAAAAAMADRM

Thanks to Lilian Rubin for her contribution
to the LWVDC -EF.

Many thanks to Susan Carpenter and Kristin
Moore for their donations to the General

Fund.

Sheila Keeny, Barbara Luchs, Joan Domike
and Billie Day have made contributions to
the League in memory of Robert Malakoff.

AARAAARAAAMDRA
Our sincere condolences to Grace Malakoff

on the loss of her husband, Robert Malakoff,

Contact us at:

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

(tel) 202 2220710
(fax) 202 7830444

(website) www.lwvdc.org
(email) lwvdc@aol.com

DATED MATERIAL
and to Joan Wilson on the loss of her hus-
band, Jim Wilson.
CALENDAR
December 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
9:45am Board
Meeting'
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
10:30am Unit 10:00am Natu- United Nations | Hanukkah
Council Meet- ralization Cere- Association begins
i3
ing mony Luncheon
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
9:45am SW Unit' | 9:45am Upper 9:45am CC/ Call for time
16th Unif Ingleside Unit Evening/Saturday
12:45pm NW Unit®
Day Unif
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Christmas
27 28 29 30 31
New Yealr 0s
Eve

'LWVDC, 1717 Mass. Ave. NW, Suite 600. 2Judy Smith, 882-3021. >Naomi Glass, 5533 33rd St. NW, 686-

0124. “Leona Rumsey, 863-7484. “Wi | | be hel d at Jeanette Millero6s h
8940 or the LWVDC office for info. ®Natalie Howard, 237-2163. ’Ruth Allen, 362-8953. 8Call Naomi Glass,
686-0124.

*****December Unit Meeting Topic: Unit Choice*****



