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President’s Message
By Billie Day

Dear Members:

You are the single most important part of
LWVDC and we need and thank you for your
continued support. |thank the many of you
who are actively engaged—whether in leader-
ship, attendance at meetings, committees,
contributions, or continued membership. |
hope in the months ahead that all of you will
help us expand our membership.

Have you considered a gift membership or
contribution at the time of your friends’ birth-
days? Perhaps a gift membership for the holi-
days? Have you been among those who have
brought neighbors to our events? Please do
so for the October 29 General Meeting with
the Deputy Mayor and the health reform
panel at Howard University on November

12. There will be follow-up discussions at the
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November neighborhood unit meet-

ings. These are open to all members : feel
free to attend the one most convenient to
you. Unit meetings are not only a way to dis-
cuss issues in depth but also a way to get to
know other members. Unit meetings are also
a great way to engage your neighbors in is-
sues that affect them directly.

It is not too early to begin thinking about end
of year contributions. Please consider LWVDC
in your giving. Contributions to the LWVDC
Educational Fund are tax deductible. Contri-
butions to the general fund are also most
welcome and help us keep the lights lit!

Please telephone me at the office or send an
email if you have questions, comments, or
would like to offer your support to one of our
many wonderful programs.

Happy
Sharksgicing.
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For questions about membership please call the League
office at 222-0710 or Dara Baldwin, membership chair, at
daraldb18@gmail.com or lwvdc@aol.com

Membership to the national League is included in local dues.

| want to: join or | want ___to renew my membership!
Annual Dues Rate

Sa5/Sipleember Special $30 rate through Dec., 31 2009
$60/Joint Household Members

$20/Student Member

College/University

(Please print)

Name

Street Address Apt. No.

City

State zip code

home phone

work phone

0000000000000 000-00800
fax number

email address

Make check payable to LWVDC. Send with completed
form to LWVDC, 1717 Mass. Ave. NW, #600, Wash-
ington, DC 20036-2008

In addition to my dues, | enclose a contribution to: LWVDC
Education Fund (make check to LWVDC-EF) in the amount
of §

Tax Deductibility: Dues & contributions to LWVDC are NOT
tax deductible. Contributions to LWVDC EF ARE tax de-
ductible.

Please write separate checks to each.

Billie Day

Kathryn Ray

Geraldine Whitley

Jane Varner Malhotra

Ken Nesper

Chris Matthews

Dara Baldwin (Membership)
Goody Braun (Healthcare)

Madlyn Calbert (Congressional)

Jean Hall (Co-chair Units)

Patricia Hallman (NCA Liaison, Brown Bag)
Barbara Luchs (VOTER Mailing)

Jack Mathison (Gun Control)
Leona Rumsey

Joan Wilson (Private Elections)
Constance Tate (Education)

Reggie Yancey

Chris Matthews

Chris Matthews

Dara Baldwin (Chair)

Grace Malakoff (Chair)

Joan Wilson (Chair)

Elinor Hart (Chair)
Judy Smith (Naturalization Services)

Jean Hall (Co-chair)
Naomi Glass (Co-chair)

222-0710
drbadl@hotmail.com

244-0770

882-6480

363-1676

kenesperjr@netzero.net

269-3890
chrismatt@igc.org

daraldb18@gmail.com
goody.solomon@verizon.net

832-7305
362-4526
829-8852
363-0853

362-4612
863-7484
237-6264
882-0387
726-1929

269-3890

269-3890

daraldb18@gmail.com

387-7540

237-6264

387-2966
882-3021

362-4526
686-0124
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November General Meeting: Health Care Reform

We urge you to attend this informative and
timely meeting on Health Care Reform spon-
sored by LWVDC and Howard University.

Date: November 12

Time: 7:00i 9:00pm

Place: Howard University Hospital
Basement Auditorium,
2041 Georgia Ave. NW

Metro: Green/Yellow Lines, Shaw/Howard U Station

Please see enclosed flyer or visit our website,
www.lwvdc.org, for detailed information.

This meeting will form the basis of discus-
sions at unit meetings in November and fea-
tures the following outstanding panelists.

Henry J. Aaron, PhD, Senior Fellow, economic
studies, Brookings Institution, focuses on
health care financing; public systems such as
Medicare and Medicaid; Social Security; and
tax and budget policy. He also is a member
of the Institute of Medicine; Chairman of the
Board of Directors, National Academy of So-
cial Insurance; Director, Center on Budget
and Policy Priorities, Abt Associates, and
member of the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences.

Mark B. McClellan, M.D., director of the Engel-
berg Center for Health Care Reform, Brookings
Institution. A former commissioner of the Food
and Drug Administration and administrator of the
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, Dr.
McClellan also is an economist and has focused
attention on the effectiveness of medical treat-
ments in improving health and the economic and
policy factors influencing medical treatment deci-
sions and health outcomes.

Ralph Neas, J.D., CEO, National Coalition on
Health Care, whose experience goes back to jobs
working for Senators Edward W. Brooke (1973-
1978) and Dave Durenberger (1979-1980) and
included positions as Executive director, Leader-
ship Conference on Civil Rights, and president,
People For the American Way and People For the
American Way Foundation. He frequently contrib-
utes articles to newspapers such as The Washing-
ton Post, USA Today and The Nation, and has
been honored by organizations across the spec-
trum of issues.

The League believes that quality, affordable
health care should be available to all U.S. resi-
dents. For background information, videos, testi-
monies and podcasts about the national League’s
action on health care reform, please visit
www.lwv.org.

Seven Years After the Sniper—Handgun Control in DC

By John T. Mathison

The New York Times reported at the beginning
of October "For three weeks in 2002, the nation's
capital was terrorized as a sniper and his young
accomplice killed 10 people at random and
wounded three others. The two murderers were
caught and convicted. When their rifle was tracked
back to a Tacoma, Washington, arms dealer, he
blithely told investigators that the rifle was one of
238 weapons that seemed to have been stolen or
missing from his inventory."

The Brady Center won a $2.5 million settlement
for the families of victims in the Washington, DC
sniper case. It was the first time a gun manufac-
turer was forced to pay damages for supplying a

reckless firearms dealer with its products.

Now we have another issue on our radar: a loophole in
the Brady Law, which requires background checks for
guns bought at federally licensed dealers, allows for
unchecked purchases at any and all other venues (gun
shows and flea markets, for instance). If you have not
contacted our representative to Congress, Eleanor
Holmes Norton, about H.R. 2324, please do so.

Did you know? 83% of gun owners support background
checks on private sales of guns, including sales at gun
shows.
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Meeting Report: Public Property Disposal

By Joan Wilson

The topic was a compelling one and the two
presenters were eloquent. A group of LWVDC
members gathered at our conference room
on October 14" to learn about the manner in
which public property passes from public to
private owners in D.C.

Kathryn Ray, our first Vice President, related
the frustrations experienced by Tenley area
citizens when their library was abolished so
that a more modern building could be con-
structed in its place. Then, rather abruptly
plans were announced for the construction of
a public- private library cum condos with pos-
sibly an extension into the adjoining soccer
field of Janney School. Many members of the
community believed citizen input was denied,
could get no information from the Mayor’s
office and were persuaded a “sweet deal” was
in progress. After a long delay, it was an-
nounced that an early version of an updated
library would be launched but with the possi-
ble addition of (a million dollar) reinforce-
ment in the event extra stories would be
added sometime in the future. Many in the
community felt excluded from the develop-
ment of this neighborhood facility.

Parisa Norouzi, Co-Director of Empower DC,
gave a quick history of public property mis-
handling. She noted that the DC Government
has been operating without an inventory of

its property holdings, no overall plan of commu-
nity facilities and needs, and a steep rental bill
(over $100 million dollars a year) for housing its
assorted departments and facilities. She noted
that while there is a code law requiring the Coun-
cil to declare any property “surplus” before the
property is available for sale for private develop-
ment, there have been violations of this proce-
dure and a very poor track record of consultation
with affected neighborhoods. Her organization is
working with Council Members Thomas and Cheh
to introduce legislation that will clearly define
procedures for requiring community input and
place preference for community-needed facilities
ahead of developers’ luxury condos.

In response to a question, she spoke of the recent
closing of child care programs operated by the
DC Department of Parks & recreation and the ter-
mination of employment for 160 child care work-
ers. Ms. Norouzi deplored the loss of these facili-
ties and the impact on lower income families.

She considered these actions the reason for the
Council’s failure to approve the nomination of Ms.
Hartsock (currently interim Director) to the posi-
tion of Park Director.

It was a moving session for the League members
in attendance who felt better prepared for the Oc-
tober General Meeting when the Mayor’s Deputy
for Planning and Economic Development will be
speaking to the issues of public property.

Calling All Cooks

LWVDC is preparing a recipe book to be used as a fund raiser. Edited by Goody Braun, whose byline, Goody Solomon, has ap-

peared on food and nutrition

articles in the | ocal and national
friendsd favorite family recipes (often made with heavy doses

delicious versions. All categories 0 appetizers, snacks, soups, salads, entrees, vegetables, desserts, etc.  d will be included.

Please send your recipes Goody. She will update them and return revisions to you for review. If you already have updated an d
old versions, please send both. 21st century recipes are also welcome! Ask your friends for contributions, too.

Please note: these should be individual recipes. If a favorite comes from a cookbook, be sure to give an accurate
reference. Also please indicate whether you want your name on the recipe
Email is preferred: goody.solomon@verizon.net.
Or send by regular mail to Goody Braun, 1712 Taylor St. NW, Washington, DC 20011.
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Notes on DC Suffrage from DC Vote

By Liz deBagara

Although the bill that would grant voting rights
to District of Columbia representatives remains
in committee, efforts to promote local suffrage
continue.

During the summer and early fall, while the
House and Senate focused on health care, DC
Vote focused on meeting with key legislators,
seeking their support for the push to provide
full representation to the citizens of DC.

s The 2009 Champions of Democracy Awards
Reception, dinner, and silent auction took
place October 13 at the newly renovated W
Hotel. Award recipients were: US Congress-
man John Conyers Jr. (D-MI), Wade Hender-
son, Leadership Conference on Civil Rights,
and Nancy Zirkin Leadership Conference on
Civil Rights. The evening also featured a
video by Stephen Colbert of The Colbert Re-
port, with a special introduction by U.S.
Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-

DC), who announced her expectation to see a

bill passed in this session of Congress.

s Supporters met with the White House Office
of Public Engagement to urge the President
to become more involved in the debate.
They delivered a summary of the Ensign Am-
mendment, which was attached to the Sen-
ate version of the DC Voting Rights Act. The
gun laws in DC particularly impact the presi-
dent and the diplomats who travel the
streets on a regular basis. DC Vote provided

Donot
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the President’s staff with clippings of news sto-
ries related to the issue, and urged them to con-
sider the safety of the many high-ranking offi-
cials in DC. They also requested that the presi-
dential limousine be fitted with the District of
Columbia license plate reading “Taxation With-
out Representation.”

Eugene Kinlow, Public Affairs Director of DC
Vote, and other supporters traveled to the Mis-
sissippi district of pro-gun legislator Congress-
man Travis Childers to educate his constituents
on his participation in the movement to attach a
gun amendment to the DCVRA in the House of
Representatives. DC Vote solicited supporters of
Representative Childers to write letters opposing
his interference with the District of Columbia.
According to Zherka, many supporters were un-
aware that he had become involved in the issue,
and preferred that the representative focus on

his own state. DC Vote encouraged the establish-

ment of a write-in campaign to the office of Rep-
resentative Childers, and will pursue the project
with Mississippi groups in the coming months.

The ad campaign “I| Am DC: | Demand the Vote,”
featuring prominent local residents, has debuted
on WMATA buses around the District. Visit
http://www.dcvote.org/iamdc/index.cfm to sign
the petition.

“I Am DC” Advocacy Day on The Hill took place
October 5. Supporters urged Congress to pass
the DC Voting Rights Act without any harmful

amendments. Supporters converged on Capitol
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This month’s meetings will follow-up on the Health Care Reform information presented at the
November general meeting.
All members are invited to attend a meeting. Pick one near your home or choose one that fits
your schedule—all members are encouraged to attend these meetings.
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Questions? Contact unit leaders (see calendar on back page) or Naomi Glass at 686-0124. $
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http://www.dcvote.org/iamdc/index.cfm

Pecans for Peanuts!

Wedre sell.i

ng
Theydre great for
and make great gifts.

At $8 foraone - pound bag, these
pecans are a great deal and a
great way to support LWVDC.

To place an order, please contact
your unit Chair or contact the

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
= OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Washington, DC 20036
pecans!

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

paking, snacking

Contact us at: (te|) 202 2220710

(fax) 202 7830444

1717 Massachusetts Ave NW, Suite 600

Non Profit Org.

US POSTAGE
PAID
WASH. DC Permit
# 8260

(website) www.lwvdc.org
(email) lwvdc@aol.com

LWVDC office.
DATED MATERIAL
CALENDAR
November 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9:45am Board
Meeting'
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
10:30am Unit 10:00am Natu- 7pm General
Council Meet- ralization Cere- Meeting®
ing® mony
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:45am SW Unit' | 9:45am Upper 9:45am CC/ Call for time
16th Unif Ingleside Unit Evening/Saturday
12:45pm NW Unit®
Day Unif
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Thanksgiving
29 30

'LWVDC, 1717 Mass. Ave. NW, Suite 600. 2Judy Smith, 882-3021. °Naomi Glass, 5533 33rd St. NW, 686-

0124. “*Leona Rumsey, 863-7484.

®Barbara Yeomans, 363-8940.

5Natalie Howard, 237-2163.

"Ruth

Allen, 362-8953. 8Call Naomi Glass, 686-0124. “Howard University Hospital, 2041 Georgia Avenue, NW3

see flyer.




