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President’s Message

By Billie Day

Our program year is off to an excellent start with
our Fall Luncheon of September 12, featuring
guest speaker Emily Durso and honoring Elizabeth
‘Reggie’ Yancey. Thank you especially to Elaine
Melmed, Liz Martin, and Joan Wilson for all their
efforts organizing this activity.

Plans through December include two general
meetings (October 29 and November 12), unit
meetings, brown bag lunches, and board and
committee activities. Please mark these on your
calendar and watch the next issues of The Voter
for additional details/dates.

Please pay special attention to the LWVUS special
alert appeal included in this issue. As members of
LWVDC, we are also members of the national
movement which has as its current priorities cli-
mate change and health care reform. Keep up
with them at Iwv.org
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The LWV of the National Capital Area, our re-
gional affiliate, is holding a fund raising event on
October 24. These are always excellent opportu-
nities to meet others from the region and enjoy an
outing together that helps support study of re-
gional issues. Please see the enclosed flier for de-
tails.

One of the organizations with which LWVDC
works closely is the National Capitol Area chapter
of the United Nations Association (UNA-NCA). lts
president, Karen Mulhauser, spoke with LWVDC
Education Committee members recently stressing
the importance of the United Nations and U.S.
support for it at this time. With Karen, was Jill
Ruchala, new director of UNA-NCA Global Class-
rooms, who described their program with 1,300
area students. This enthusiastic session laid the
groundwork for future collaboration between the

Continued on page 3

President’s Award Given to Reggie Yancey

“She made a difference” reads the award pre-
sented to Elizabeth “Reggie” Yancey by
LWVDC president Dr. Billie Day. Ms. Yancey
was honored for her long, insightful and
dedicated leadership to the League and for
her many other professional and personal ac-
complishments in education and community
activities. Friends and members joined in
honoring her at the Annual Fall Luncheon.

Photo left: Reggie Yancey with Billie Day.



LWVDC MEMBERSHIP FORM

2009-2010

For questions about membership please call the League
office at 222-0710 or Dara Baldwin, membership chair, at
daraldb18@gmail.com or lwvdc@aol.com

Iwantto: __joinorlwant___to renew my membership!
Annual Dues Rate

$a57simteMember Special $30 rate through Dec., 31 2009
$60/Joint Household Members

$20/Student Member

College/University

(Please print)

Name

Street Address Apt. No.

City

State zip code

home phone

work phone

0000000000000 000-00800
fax number

email address

Make check payable to LWVDC. Send with completed
form to LWVDC, 1717 Mass. Ave. NW, #600, Wash-
ington, DC 20036-2008

In addition to my dues, | enclose a contribution to: LWVDC
Education Fund (make check to LWVDC-EF) in the amount
of $

Tax Deductibility: Dues & contributions to LWVDC are NOT
tax deductible. Contributions to LWVDC EF ARE tax de-
ductible.

Please write separate checks to each.

Membership to the national League is included in local dues,

A/'VE

President
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Officers and Contact Information
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Leona Rumsey 863-7484
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ON-GOING COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Bed & Breakfast
Chris Matthews 269-3890
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Membership
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Nominating Committee

Grace Malakoff (Chair) 387-7540
Private Elections
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Judy Smith (Naturalization Services) 882-3021
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The DC VOTER is a publication of the League of Women Voters of
the District of Columbia, a nonpartisan political organization that
encourages informed and active participation of citizens in govern-
ment, works to increase understanding of public policy issues, and
influences public policy through education and advocacy.
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Annual Fall Luncheon: Getting a Real Education in D.C.

By Joan Wilson

On September 12, 75 League members and guests
gathered at Clyde’s of Gallery Place for our Annual
Fall Luncheon. We were honored to have Ms.
Emily Durso as our guest speaker. Ms. Durso ad-
dressed with passion the revitalization of UDC and
the creation of its offspring community college.
She described her lifelong conviction that much
of DC's youth, who were not college ready or col-
lege potential, most desperately need training to
prepare for the job market. Her conviction
stemmed from her own business experience -
eight years working to build the Convention Cen-
ter, seven years creating and managing a charter
school which features preparation for the busi-
ness world, and serving as CEO of the Hospitality
Association of Washington.

Her connection to UDC was forged by a chance
encounter during an airline trip with the commu-
nity college’s new President Dr. Jonathan
Gueverra. This led to her appointment to the
Board of Trustees of UDC, which she now heads.

Under current leadership and with the support of
the Mayor and the City Council, major reorganiza-
tion is taking place. Business-related courses for-
merly part of UDC have been shifted and stream-
lined for inclusion in the curriculum of the com-
munity college. There, as the curriculum grows,
new programs have been designed and are al-
ready being implemented in four wards - with
programs planned for all eight wards in time.
Taking over underutilized space in existing public
buildings, the program is preparing students for
jobs in government, hospitality centers (such as
hotels), and health care. At the same time, general
courses, remedial in nature, can help students
gain two years’ worth of credit toward a Bache-
lor’s degree. Once finished with their two-year

programs, students may transfer to the UDC campus
to fulfill the four year requirements.

While the community college is launched, the main
UDC programs are undergoing review and rejuvena-
tion. Ms. Durso pointed out that subject matter and
faculty performance had not been reviewed in more
than 20 years. Both of these areas are currently under
study in an effort to find ways to build up the strength
of the university’s core programs. This has required
an increase in tuition but aims to guarantee students a
first class college academic program.

Up to now, many residents needed remedial studies
and could not find the practical training they needed
for the job market. With the inception of the commu-
nity college and the updating of UDC, Ms. Durso hopes
that practical and academic education will be made
available to all DC residents.

Finally, Ms. Durso urged League members to continue
their valuable support for a community college and to
stay informed by periodically checking developments

as announced at the UDC website, www.udc.edu.
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two organizations. Thank you to Constance Tate and
Sheila Keeny for arranging this session. UNA-NCA
has many activities planned for celebrating United Na-
tions’ week October 16-25, and for UN Human Rights
Day December 10. See their website at
WWWw.unanca.org.

To encourage membership renewal and new members,
we are offering individual memberships at a special

half-year rate of $30. The special is good thru Decem-
ber 31, 2009 and will cover membership to April 2010.

Thanks to all our League members for their efforts—


http://www.unanca.org
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LWVUS Appeal for Help

As you may have already heard, the League of
Women Voters of the United States is under
direct attack by a newly formed organization
calling itself the “League of American Voters”.
This organization is conducting an advertis—
ing campaign against health care reform that
seeks to undermine public support by sowing
fear and mistrust. A letter was sent by LWVUS
calling them to task for using a name clearly
designed to be confused with the League of
Women Voters in order to disseminate mis-
leading information and block health care re-
form. They were asked to reveal their major
sources of funding for the advertising cam-
paign. The response was a blast email to their
followers condemning the League of Women
Voters.

The LWV national office has started getting
disruptive and threatening emails and calls.
They are now exploring legal options to help
protect our good name in the face of those
who are misusing it.

LWVDC has put out an urgent request for
emergency contributions to help combat the
lies and misinformation being spread by the
League of American Voters and their follow-
ers.

You can make a contribution today by going
to www.lwv.org. Or mail a contribution to
League of Women Voters, 1730 M Street NW,
Suite 1000, Washington, DC 20036-4508.
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Board Orientation Seminar

Your Board members are staying on their toes! Early in
September, the Board met to review and discuss
LWVDC policies, rules and regulations and to inform
new Board members about the mission and structure
of the League.

The two-hour seminar was organized and presented
by Reggie Yancey, June Bashkin and Pat Hallman
(seminar chair). Included were important discussions
regarding conflict of interest, fiduciary responsibilities,
fundraising development processes and non-partisan
guidelines.

LWV-NCA Meeting Report

By E. Patricia Hallman

The League of Women Voters—National Capital Area
(LWV-NCA) met on September 4 at the national League
offices. Highlights from the meeting follow.

Melphi Jeffries, Chair of the Electricity Committee, in-
dicated that there were many ideas for study issues
such as generation, current, pricing and transmission.
Two people will study each issue with a goal of com-
pleting a report by September 2010.

The Water Committee reported that suggested issues
for study include transportation on the river, ground
water, and water purity. They will complete a report
May 2010.

Of more immediate interest to all area League mem-
bers is the fund raiser planned for October 24th. The
event is a Lincoln Tour, featuring several sites key to
the life of President Lincoln. (See the flier in this Voter
for reservation details.)

To find out what else the LWV-NCA is doing, please
visit the website at www.lwvnca.org.
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Thank You! Do You Live in a Condominium?
We send our grateful thanks to  Lillian Rubin Our League earns welcome funds by monitoring pri-
for her generous contribution to the LWVDC vate elections for unions, schools, associations, but

Education Fund and to  Billie Day and Leona

e mostly for condominiums when they need to elect new
Rumsey for contributions to the General Fund.

directors or vote on other issues.
*kkkkkkk
If you live in a condominium, would you investigate the
Our condolences to  Natalie Howard  on the need for an elections monitor and inform your man-

loss of her sister and to Chris Matthews on

the untimely loss of her nephew agement/resident board of the LWVDC’s long history
of conducting elections? Using the League enables

ik condominiums to have easy, efficient and accurate

) . elections.
From League member, Reggie Yancey: 0. . . my
thanks and appreciation to the Board of the
LWVDC for the honor and recognition at the If you sense some interest, call the office and we will
annual luncheon. It has been my pleasure to be mail you a brochure you can distribute to your condo-
a member of the League and to contribute to i lead We’ taffed with . d volun-
the improvement of the quality of life for the minium fea e.rs. e. re stafted with experienced voiun
residents of the District of Columbia. It is my teers who enjoy being able to help both the League
privilege to be a small pagndthe ondod Bet’s expahdourt “cuStomer base.”

-Your Private Elections Committee

LWVDC on Cable Television

Many thanks to Comcast of DC for featuring \‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\\'\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘>
LWVDC in a 5-minute news segment. VP Kathryn

Ray stood in for President Billie Day, who was out October BaCkground Discussion

of town. The interview will appear on Comcast Lo- i ,
. ) In advance of our first General Meeting, an
cal Edition, a show that frequently airs on CNN issue background discussion will be held on
Headline News and spotlights issues of local im-

Thursday, October 15

portance.
12pm -1:30pm
at
LWVDC offices
1717 Massachusetts Ave. NW
Save the Date! Suite 600

November 12, 7 pm. General Meeting on Health
Care Reform: A lively and informative program.

Joan Wilson , other LWVDC leaders and in-
vited guests will provide background on
Public Property Disposal in advance of the
October 29 General Meeting. This session is
open to all members. Unit Leaders may wish
to send a representative designated to en-
hance the October unit meeting discussions
in preparing for the General Meeting.
Attendees are welcome to bring bag
lunches. Soft drinks will be provided.

Speakers with differing views discuss where we
are with Congressional legislation and what pro-
spective reforms will mean to us.

Among the speakers will be Mark McClellan, MD,
former commissioner at the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, now director of the Engelberg Center
for Health Care Reform .
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Don’t Forget!

General Meeting October 29

DCds new Deputy Mayor
Economic Development, Valerie Santos ,
will discuss public property disposal is-

sues. Meeting will be at the LWVDC offices,
12:15pm -1:30pm. Be sure to come to the
October 15 background discussion (see

page 5) as preparation for the General
Meeting.

Units Meet in October

This month, units will discuss a number of

it ems, including Emil
UNA-NCA Global Classrooms program and
public property disposal..

Call your unit leader for more information.
If you are unsure which unit covers your
neighborhood, please contact  Naomi

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
= OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Washington, DC 20036

flor Pl anning and
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Glass , 686 -0124 or naomisol@juno.com.

October 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:45am Board
Meeting !
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
10:30am Unit 10:00am Natu- 12:00pm Back- United Nations
Council Meet- ralization Cere- ground Discus- Week begins
ing’ mony’ sion’
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:45am SW Unit* | 9:45am Upper 9:45am CC/ Call for time
16th Unit® Ingleside Unit’ Everzlging/ Saturday
12:45pm NW Unit
Day Unit®
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
11:45am Gen-
eral Meeting !

'LWVDC, 1717 Mass. Ave. NW, Suite 600. 2Judy Smith, 882-3021. °Naomi Glass, 5533 33rd St. NW, 686-

0124. “*Leona Rumsey, 863-7484.

Barbara Yeomans, 363-8940.

Allen, 362-8953. Call Naomi Glass, 686-0124.

5Natalie Howard, 237-2163.

"Ruth




